
36th Congress, ) HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. C Report 
1st Session. $ ^ No. 456. 

SPARHAWK PARSONS. 
[To accompany Bill H. R. No. 675.] 

April 20, 1860. 

Mr. Fenton, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, made the 
following 

REPORT. 

The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom were referred the petition 
and papers of Sparhaivie Parsons, have examined the same, and re¬ 
port : 

It appears that the petitioner was a lieutenant commandant of ma¬ 
rines on board the privateer ship “ General Armstrong,” commanded 
by Captain John Sinclair, in the war of 1812 ; that he volunteered at 
Charleston, South Carolina, in the month of June, 1814, and started 
immediately on a cruise in search of the enemy, and continued in 
actual service about four months, and was honorably discharged at 
Wilmington, North Carolina, in the month of September, 1814 ; that 
while he was thus engaged in the service, and in the line of his duty 
on board said ship, he was wounded by the bursting of a gun in the 
engagement with a British vessel off the coast of the Cape de Verde 
islands ; that the injury continued to increase, at times causing very 
great pain as the arteries continued to enlarge. He continued to 
suffer until 1818, when Dr. Valentine Mott, of New York city, on 
examination, told him that a very dangerous aneurism was forming in 
each leg, and advised an operation, the taking up of the arteries, 
which was done by Dr. Mott. But that did not effect a cure. He was 
compelled to use crutches for twenty-eight years, until the 9th of De¬ 
cember, 1847, when his leg was amputated by Dr. Lewis A. Sayre, of 
New York. That up to the time of his wound in said battle he had 
been a hearty, rugged man ; that he has never received any injury or 
wound upon either of his legs subsequently to the one sworn to. 

He swears that he made an effort, several years ago, to obtain a 
pension, but was discouraged by learning that the ship’s papers were 
destroyed. He further swears that he knows of no living officer or 
private by whom he can prove his said injury in said battle, as he was 
a resident of Massachusetts, and the ship’s crew and marines were 
gathered at Charleston, South Carolina. 

The affidavits of Dr. Valentine Mott and Dudley P. Arnold are 
appended, who testify that the appearance of the wound indicated 
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that the injury was received as he alleges. Dr. Mott corroborates 
what he says about the operations performed on his leg. 

Application was made to the Pension office in 1857 for a pension for 
petitioner. The Commissioner rejected the claim for the following 
reason, which we copy from his original letter : 

“ The application of Sparhawk Parsons for pension on account of 
disability incurred by him in action while attached as a lieutenant to 
the private armed vessel £ General Armstrong/ has been placed on 
file. The pensions granted to privateersmen were payable exclusively 
out of the privateer pension fund, and that fund having been exhausted 
many years ago, there is now no law in force under which applications 
from that class can he allowed. 

“G. C. WHITING, 
11 Commissioner of Pensions.” 

Your committee, therefore, in view of his services to his country 
and the great expense he has been at, and the great pain and affliction 
he has borne for forty-six years, and although not sustained by any 
other direct evidence except his own, the affidavits and certificates of 
the distinguished Dr. Yalentine Mott and Dr. Arnold, render it more 
than probable that he received the injury as he testifies, concur in re¬ 
commending the accompanying bill for his relief. 
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